
Joe Timothy Foss
October 17, 1954 - July 22, 2025

Joe T. Foss, age 70, of Clare, passed away peacefully on Tuesday, July 22,
2025 at the McLaren Central Michigan Hospital of Mt. Pleasant, surrounded
by his loving family after a battle with cancer. On October 17, 1954, Joe was
born the third son of Jack and Betty (House) Foss in Fairview, MI. He was a
lifelong resident of Clare, and a graduate of the CHS Class of ’72, where he
excelled both academically and as a record-breaking member of the track
team. While pursuing a degree at Mid Michigan Community College, Joe met
and began dating Dawn Hildebrandt. The couple united in marriage on May
26, 1973, and spent the next 52 years building a life together. Over the years,
Joe worked at the Clare County Road Commission, Seiscom, Brown Machine,
and as a farmhand before becoming an employee of Huhtamaki in Coleman—
where he worked for over 30 years. 

 

Joe is survived by his wife Dawn Foss of Clare, children Jennifer (Donald)
DeGroat of Lansing, MI, Janae (Kenneth McAllister) Foss of TN, and Joe
(Sarah) Foss, Jr. of Belding, MI, grandchildren Wesley and Sidney Foss of
Belding, and his mother Betty Hebner of Beaverton. Other survivors include
his brothers John (Jana) Foss and Jerry Foss. Joe was preceded in death by
his father Jack Foss, his brother James Foss, and his infant sister Joy Foss. 

 

Those who knew Joe best would say he had a genuine curiosity for life and
learning. He was always busy, whether it was working on his own projects or



helping others by fixing a car, delivering a load of wood, or stacking a wagon
load of hay. Joe was an acomplished outdoorsman in both hunting and
fishing, and passed this passion on to his children and grandchildren. He was
introduced to Viszlas as a child, and loved having these dogs by his side
again as an empty nester. In his later years, he spent time tracking down,
salvaging, tinkering with, restoring, and collecting many things related to Allis-
Chalmers tractors. A highlight in his life was attending the “Gathering of the
Orange” Allis-Chalmers tractor show and swap meet. 

A funeral service in honor of Joe will take place at 11:00 A.M. on Saturday,
July 26, 2025, at God’s Country Church (formerly Arthur Center Church of
God) of Clare with Rev. Tim Watkins officiating. Burial will immediately follow
at the Arthur Township Cemetery. Visitation will take place on Friday the 25th
from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. at the Clare Chapel of the Stephenson-Wyman
Funeral Home. 

 In honor of the excellent care he received from nursing staff at the Mt.
Pleasant MyMichigan Infusion Center during his chemotherapy treatment, and
in his final days at McLaren Central Michigan Hospital of Mt. Pleasant, the
family is establishing a scholarship for nursing students attending Mid
Michigan College. Contributions may be sent C/O Dawn Foss. For those
unable to attend services, online condolences may be shared at www.stephen
son-wyman.com



Cemetery Details

Arthur Township Cemetery

2500 S. Athey Ave.
Clare, MI 48617

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 25. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Stephenson - Wyman Funeral Home (Clare)
1005 North McEwan St.
Clare, MI 48617
(989) 386-7451
wymanfh@chartermi.net
https://www.stephenson-wyman.com/

Visitation

JUL 26. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

God's Country Church (Formerly Arthur Center Church of God)
3065 S. Athey Ave.
Clare, MI 48617

mailto:wymanfh@chartermi.net
https://www.stephenson-wyman.com/


Service

JUL 26. 11:00 AM (ET)

God's Country Church (Formerly Arthur Center Church of God)
3065 S. Athey Ave.
Clare, MI 48617
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Michael Janderwski - August 02, 2025 at 09:08 PM

Rest in peace my friend,sure do miss you. Condolences and
prayers to you Dawn,we are here for you if you need us. Emma
Border/ Janderwski and Mike Janderwski.

Ann Gumns - July 31, 2025 at 04:44 PM

Dawn and family we were so sorry to learn of Joe’s passing. We will
keep you in our prayers. Lots of memories of CHS and His Creation
Group lots of good and special memories. Ann&Mel Gumns

Jame Apps - July 30, 2025 at 01:56 PM

Dear Dawn and family, Our hearts go out to you. We are very sorry
for your loss. You will be in our prayers. Jane (Roller) Apps and
Gilbert Apps.

Huhtamaki - July 25, 2025 at 07:44 AM

Huhtamaki purchased the Simply Elegant Spathi
phyllum for the family of Joe Timothy Foss.

https://www.stephenson-wyman.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-wyman.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-wyman.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Eileen Belert Root - July 24, 2025 at 01:04 PM

Dear Dawn and family, I'm so sorry you lost your loved one. Since
moving to southeast mi in 1979 I lost touch with you and your family.
My thoughts and prayers go out to you.

Valarie Johnston - July 24, 2025 at 12:11 PM

I have missed having Joe at the plant since he retired and was
saddened to hear of his passing. Every time Joe would appear in
the door of my office, I knew I was going to learn something
profound and new. He was a very special soul and will be dearly
missed. Much love and prayers go out to Dawn and his family.

BRUCE HALES - July 24, 2025 at 12:08 PM

I attended school with Joe for 13 years. We graduated in 1972 from
CHS. My condolences to his families during this difficult time.

July 24, 2025 at 08:52 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Joe Timothy Foss.

July 24, 2025 at 08:52 AM

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for
the family of Joe Timothy Foss.

https://www.stephenson-wyman.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stephenson-wyman.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

