Archie Joseph Miller

February 6, 1937 - November 1, 2020

Archie “Joe” J. Miller, Jr., age 83 of Big Lake, AK, formerly of Farwell, Ml
passed away November 1, 2020. Joe was born the son of Archie J. and Fern
M. (Palmer) Miller on February 6, 1937 in Farwell. Joe attended high school in
Farwell where he was a football quarterback and became an excellent skier.
He earned a bachelor’s degree from Central Michigan University where he
was a member of the gymnastics team. He was also a proud member of Phi
Sigma Epsilon fraternity which he remained active in for the rest of his life as
evidenced by his many trips from Alaska to Charlevoix, Ml to attend their
reunions.

In 1964, Joe moved to Alaska with his wife Teresa (Montefusco, an Olympic
gymnast) and family where he became an accomplished carpenter. While in
Alaska he honed his skills as a hunter and fisherman. He was one of the
founders of the Big Lake (Alaska) Lions Club and was very active in the
organization supporting fundraising and building projects. He was also an avid
snowmobile racer and was a board member of the Anchorage Motor Musher
and a racer from 1964 to 1992. He was a Race Director, Technical Director or
official of many races over the years.

Joe was preceded in death by his parents, Fern M. (Palmer) Sutton and
Archie J. Miller, Sr., his Son Tyee Miller and his mentors, George Palmer and
Kerwin and Maxine Paesens. He is survived by two sons, Todd and Tori who
both reside in California, two sisters, Judy (Miller) Bernardi and Margaret



(Sutton) Santure, 3 granddaughters, Elizabeth, Megan and Kate, 4 nephews
Shawn Bernardi, Chris O’Brien, Tyeler and Kyle Santure and one niece
Jessica Bernardi, two great nephews Kenneth Santure and Codye O’Brien
Hockey and a great niece Sophia Santure.

Great appreciation is extended to the TLC Hospice staff of Wasilla, his friends
and neighbors Alberta and Morris Melani, and long time friends Tauna
Norman and Roberta Rutter.

A Funeral service is planned for Saturday, Nov. 21, 2020 at 11:00 AM at the
Farwell Chapel of Stephenson-Wyman Funeral Home with burial to follow in
the Surrey Twp. Cemetery, Farwell, Michigan. The family is planning a more
public Celebration of Archie’s life to be held after Covid — 19 concerns are
lifted. An online condolence register is available on Archie’s Tribute Page at w
ww.stephenson-wyman.com



Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 21. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Stephenson - Wyman Funeral Home (Farwell)
165 South Hall St.

P.O. Box 231

Farwell, Ml 48622

(989) 588-9630

wymanfh@chartermi.net
https://www.stephenson-wyman.com/

Service

NOV 21. 11:00 AM (ET)

Stephenson - Wyman Funeral Home (Farwell)
165 South Hall St.

P.O. Box 231

Farwell, Ml 48622

(989) 588-9630

wymanfh@chartermi.net
https://www.stephenson-wyman.com/
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Tribute Wall

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Tori Miller - November 25, 2020 at 02:48 AM

Condolences to my sons and families!

Teresa Montefusco Greer - November 21, 2020 at 11:23 AM

Thank you mom. Life is not the same now....

Tori Miller - November 25, 2020 at 02:43 AM



A. J. Miller was a dear friend to my husband, Larry. They were
friends throughout high school in Farwell graduating in 1955. For
many years A.J. had called Larry just to stay in touch. When we
drove to Alaska with friends a few years ago, we looked A.J. up at
his then home on Big Lake. He & his friend, Bertie, were so
gracious & welcoming to us & our friends. Larry passed on April 17,
2020, but even then A.J. continued to call to check on how | was
doing. He was very caring to the both of us. | will plan to attend his
Celebration of Life in the future.

My sincere condolences to all the family especially Judy.

Nancy Schofield
Farwell, Ml

Nancy Schofield - November 21, 2020 at 08:58 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Archie Joseph Miller.

November 17, 2020 at 01:25 PM

Teddi lit a candle in memory of Archie Joseph ]
Miller

teddi - November 15, 2020 at 02:40 PM
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